THE POWER OF PERSISTANCE

By Abraham Lincoln

There are no impossible situations only people who think so.  This is the most well known piece of advice that I or anyone else can give to you.  Those who succeed, those who have made their millions, one thing that they will all say, is that you have to persist.

One of the most dramatic examples in history of perseverance in the face of repeated defeat is in this biography.

His brother was born and died in 1812.

He was saved from drowning by a playmate in 1816.

He was kicked in the head by a horse and for a brief time was thought dead in 1818.

His mother died of milk poisoning in 1818.

His sister died in child birth in 1828.

He is in the Black Hawk War as Captain, ends up as private after 3months in 1832.

He lost his job in 1832.

He also was defeated for State Legislator in 1832.

He failed in business in 1833.

He was elected to the Legislator in 1834.

His former business partner died leaving him in further debt of USD$1,000 in 1835. 

He suffered the loss of his sweetheart who died in 1835.

He suffered a nervous breakdown in 1836.

He proposes marriage and is turned down, ending the courtship in 1837.

He was defeated for speaker of the State Legislator in 1838.

He breaks off his engagement after 6 months in 1841.

Had episodes of depression in 1841.

He was defeated for nomination for Congress in 1843.

He was elected for Congress in 1846.

He lost his re-nomination for Congress in 1848.

He was rejected for the position of Land Officer in 1849.

His son died in 1850.

His father died in 1851.

He was defeated for the Senate in 1854.

He was defeated for the nomination of Vice President of the United States in 1856.

He was defeated again for the Senate in 1858.

And finally Abraham Lincoln was elected President of the United States in 1860.

