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Media Release-Men & Fathers' Health Forum
Parliament House Canberra

9.30 am to 6.00 pm - Wednesday 19th March 2008

The Fatherhood Foundation is convening a meeting of key stakeholders of fatherhood and men's groups, health professionals and indigenous leaders to discuss a national men's health policy. The Fatherhood Foundation has long been an advocate for a National Men's Health Policy. 

In 2003 the Fatherhood Foundation released 'The 12pt Plan' in Federal Parliament which is contained in the 'Fathers and Families' document. The purpose of The 12pt Plan is to strengthen family relationships and turn the tide of fatherlessness in Australia. Points 11 and 12 of The 12pt Plan relate to the need for a National Men's Health Policy to address the needs of Australian Men. The need for a National Men's Health Policy was again raised by Professor John Macdonald at the 'Men & Father's Family Friendly Policy Forum', held at Parliament House, Canberra 20th June 2007. This forum gave presentations to the major parties on the needs of men and fathers in the context of supporting Australian families.

The Australian Labor Party announced in the lead up to the last election, 5th November 2007, that they would develop a National Men's Health Policy if elected, with a particular focus on indigenous and rural men's health. The Fatherhood Foundation commends the Labor Party on this bold initiative and encourages all parliamentarians to take a bi-partisan approach to the development of National Men's Health Policy for the benefit of all Australians. There will be a parliamentary reporting session open to all parliamentarians between 5pm and 6 pm to report on the Men & Fathers' Health Forum.
Some of the many participants at the Men & Father's Health Forum include:

Peter & Maria Walker, Aboriginal Elder and Family Health Advocate, Sydney NSW.

Rick Welsh, Aboriginal Health & Medical Research Council, Sydney NSW.

Dr Elizabeth Celi, Health & Exercise Psychologist and author of a new book on men's mental health & wellbeing, Melbourne VIC.

Prof John MacDonald, Lecturer in Health & Public Policy, Western Sydney University, Penrith NSW.

Dr Tim O'Neill, Majura Medical Centre, GP & Men's Health Advocate, Canberra ACT.

The purpose of the Men & Father's Health Forum at Parliament House, Canberra is to further promote the need for a National Men's Health Policy in the context of the needs of Australian families. The second goal is to support and encourage Australian families as the quality of the relationships between mothers, fathers and their children will determine the future health of Australia.
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