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MEDIA RELEASE
2020 Summit Fatally Flawed

The fatherhood and family-friendly men's movement is concerned that anti-male gender bias in the 2020 Summit process could damage Australian families.

Warwick Marsh, founder of the Fatherhood Foundation said, "When I first heard about Mr Rudd's  2020 Summit I was filled with hope at such a brilliant bi-partisan approach to fixing many of Australia's problems. As one of the members of the men's movement I applied for a position knowing my chances would be slim because there are many within the men's movement far more qualified. There were 8,000 applications, but only 1,000 were successful. I accepted my rejection until I found that 16 applications from the fatherhood and men's movement had suffered a similar rejection, including highly respected leaders such as Professor John Macdonald from Western Sydney University and President of the Australian Men's Health Forum, and Associate Professor, Barry Golding, University of Ballarat, Australia's leading expert on Men's Sheds. Long time workers in men and father's issues such as Barry Williams and Greg Andresen were also rejected.  There should be a least two representatives, if not more, from such a group of community leaders with a passion for family-friendly forward motion."

Mr Marsh continued, "Such gender bias comes through again in the fact that whilst the overall 2020 Summit is evenly balanced, the critical families and community section of the Summit has 62% females but only 38% males. Last time I counted, a child was produced equally by a man and a woman. Family life is bipartisan by design. Every study shows that children do better in a natural biological family. Families are the building block of our communities and our nation. To rebuild our nation, we need to rebuild families. To rebuild families we must engage and resource men to become great fathers and husbands. 

It is ironic that many of the problems listed on the background paper of the 2020 Summit such as:

Increased levels of domestic violence

Drug addiction 

Gambling addictions

Alcoholism

Psychological problems

Homelessness 

Sexual abuse

Rape

Violence

Crime

Poverty

Declining birth rate

- are directly related to the epidemic of fatherlessness that is afflicting our nation.

In other words the very group that could make a significant contribution to the issues being discussed has been excluded from participation. Unless the family section of the 2020 Summit is bipartisan it will always be fatally flawed."
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