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Media Release
2020 Summit - a Failure for Working Families
Call for Fatherhood Summit to Help our Children
The Fatherhood Foundation first raised the need for a National Fatherhood Summit to turn the tide of fatherlessness and family breakdown in 2002.

The Fatherhood Foundation has renewed the call for a National Fatherhood Summit in the light of the dismal failure of the 2020 Summit to provide a voice for the working families of Australia.

Warwick Marsh from the Fatherhood Foundation said, "The outcomes of the Summit prove our earlier assertion that the 2020 Summit held last weekend was fatally flawed. Seventeen key leaders (including two professors) from the men and father's movement were excluded whilst Labor-friendly politically-correct activist group 'GetUp' had 118 of their members included in what proved to be a stacked deck for summit delegates. Those that suffered from gender disorientation pathology were well represented as well as many other fringe groups such as president of the prostitutes group 'Scarlet Alliance', but where was the voice for ordinary Australian families and more importantly a voice for our children."
Families are in meltdown with one in two marriages breaking up. Defacto breakdown is even worse. It is ironic that research has shown that many of the problems listed on the background paper of the 2020 Summit are related to fatherlessness.
The increased levels of domestic violence, drug addiction, gambling addictions, alcoholism, psychological problems, homelessness, sexual abuse, child abuse, rape, violence, crime, poverty and the declining birth rate are directly related to the epidemic of fatherlessness that is afflicting our nation.

The very groups that could make a significant contribution to the issues being discussed were excluded from participation.

Warwick Marsh continued, "The serious crisis in men's health was not even considered at the 2020 Summit and no mention was made of the ALP's promise at the last election to fast track a national Men's Health Policy. According to Professor Freda Briggs, even the subject of ending child abuse did not get any traction at the 2020 Summit. If there is a big idea in Australia today it must be ending child abuse. The fact that the pressing problems that working families face were overtaken by subjects such as a republic, bill of rights and a treaty shows how out of touch the 2020 Summit was with the needs of ordinary hardworking Australians." 

It has been reported in the national press that 2020 Summit facilitators were forced to meld their recommendations in line with ALP policy. This is nothing more than political opportunism by a government bent on bipartisan fraud.

The new government has squandered a wonderful opportunity to advance the cause of working families.  The Fatherhood Foundation renews its call for an urgent Fatherhood Summit. 

How much longer must our children wait?
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