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Media Release
What's Best for our Children?

On 18th September 2007 from 9.30am - 6pm, the Fatherhood Foundation is coordinating the 'National Strategic Summit on Marriage, Family and Fatherhood' at Parliament House Canberra. The conference is being held in Room 2R1 and is being sponsored on a bi-partisan basis by the President and Vice President of the Senate.
Summit Convenor, Warwick Marsh said, "The Fatherhood Foundation is excited to host this one day bipartisan summit to affirm the importance of marriage, family and fatherhood. In many ways the goal of this strategic summit, and for those who are speaking, is to affirm the obvious. Children are better off when raised by a mother and father who enjoy a successful marriage. When marriages break down our children suffer increased risks of poverty, lowered educational performance, less likelihood of going on to university, higher rates of psychological distress, mental illness, alcohol and drug abuse, suicide, self harm and higher rates of criminal behaviour especially for boys. Research also shows that a child who is not living with his or her own married parents is at greater risk of child abuse. It is our duty to protect them. Strengthening and supporting marriages is the best way to protect our children"

Alison Marsh, mother of five, and co-convenor of the National Strategic Summit on Marriage, Family and Fatherhood said, "In all the talk about adult's rights in the last few years we have forgotten that our children have rights too. That is why the theme of the National Strategic Summit is 'Protecting the Innocent Children'. Our children don't ask to be born. Their innocence does not give us the right to treat them badly. We must take responsibility for their conception and birth and protect them. They have a fundamental right to a loving mother and father. Marriage best ensures that right. That is why we must support marriage."
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