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MEDIA  RELEASE
Communications Minister Ignores the Needs 
of Australian Mothers and Fathers
with Flawed Filtering Proposal
"Recent reports in the media that the Government is planning to give individual internet subscribers access to free software to filter internet porn appears commendable but is really another band aid solution to the cancerous spread of internet porn," said Warwick Marsh, convenor of the Sexual Integrity Forum and founder of the Fatherhood Foundation.

Mr Marsh continued, "If cancer is found in a person it is cut out, in order to save that human life. You don't put a band aid on it. Internet porn promotes: denigration of women, domestic violence, gender inequality, violence, rape, bestiality and paedophilia.  Dr Mary Anne Layden, psychotherapist at University of Pennsylvania, stated at a forum held last year in Parliament House, "I have been treating sexual violence victims and perpetrators for 20 years and I didn't have one case of sexual violence that didn't involve pornography.  There has been a dramatic increase in pornography use in recent years with the internet piping it 24/7 into homes, in harder and more pathological forms, in a venue children know better how to use than adults."

Warwick Marsh said "The Government's proposal to ask parents to install 'free filters' on their home computers is not the answer.  This proposal is like the government pumping both clean water AND sewerage into people's homes, and then providing 'free filters' to rid them of the sewerage.  Such a plan would be laughed at by the community.  Why not take responsibility for the sewerage, and cut it out in the first place?  Australia's mothers and fathers want a clean computer feed line for their children, not only for individual families, but for libraries, business, schools and preschools.  Our children deserve the best.  Why not give it to them?"

The Fatherhood Foundation would like to congratulate Senator Guy Barnett who is conducting a porn internet filtering trial in Tasmania.  To their discredit, both Telstra and Optus have refused to take part, an indication that they wish to continue to place profit before the safety of our children.  These companies have a zero corporate responsibility outlook and this should be noted by the families of Australia.  

The Fatherhood Foundation also fully supports Senator Stephen Conroy and the Labor Party's push for a national internet clean feed policy. How much longer must our children wait?
For further comment:

Warwick Marsh 0418 225 212
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