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MEDIA RELEASE

Family Law Reform Fiasco -
Set to Increase Numbers of Fatherless Children in Australia

The promised Family Law Reform by the Federal Government could be another case of re-arranging the deck chairs on the Titanic, instead of plugging the leak to stop the ship going down. Many of the reform proposals, such as the Family Relationship Centres, are well intentioned, but unless they solve the fundamental problem they really become another layer of bureaucracy to waste taxpayer’s money. 
Warwick Marsh, founder of the Fatherhood Foundation said, "In June 2003 the Prime Minister called for an enquiry into the need for a ‘presumption of shared parenting’. In late 2003, the House of Representative’s Standing Committee on Family and Community Affairs sidestepped the Prime Minister’s original request, and came up with a nebulous concept of ‘shared parental responsibility’ and the need to direct divorcing couples away from the Family Law Court via an early intervention programme. In the latter matter, directing divorcing couples away from expensive, often fruitless and heartbreaking litigation procedures within the Family Law Court, the Committee’s report was one hundred percent correct."
Mr Marsh continued, "Fatherlessness has been shown to increase the likelihood of increased poverty, increased crime, increased incarceration in a prison, increased likelihood of violent sex crimes against women, increased drug abuse, lower educational performance, increased susceptibility to mental health problems, increased risk of suicide and increased likelihood of child sexual abuse. If Australia can increase the proportion of children growing up with involved, responsible and committed fathers, we can begin to solve the problem of fatherlessness in Australia. Dr Bruce Robinson has estimated that fatherlessness costs Australia 13 billion dollars per year. The problem of fatherlessness calls for a broad range of both government and community based initiatives. The easiest part of the fatherlessness problem to fix, would be the reform of the Family Law Court. The introduction of a presumption of equal parenting whilst imperfect is the best by far of all the bad options. Divorce will always produce a certain amount of fatherlessness and motherlessness which ever way the sums are done. The key is to find a way to ensure equality for divorcing couples, justice for children and reduce divorce at the same time. The introduction of a 'rebuttable presumption of equal parenting time' is the only way to bring the family law reform fiasco to an end."
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