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MEDIA RELEASE

Fathers Call on Government to Put Children First
The fatherhood, family and men's groups of Australia are united in their call to government to put   children first in the family law reform to be debated in Federal Parliament in the next few days.
All the different groups within the fatherhood movement agree with Barry Williams, President of Lone Fathers Association Australia (LFAA), who gave testimony before the Senate enquiry on Friday 3rd March 2006 in Parliament House, Canberra. Mr Williams said, "Family Law Amendment (Shared Parenting Responsibility) Bill 2005 should be renamed the Equal Parenting Time Bill 2006."  He continued, "It is of the utmost importance that in this bill, the words must be entrenched, 'that the children in separated and divorced families have a natural and paramount right to have equal parenting time with their children'.  For too long now, we have witnessed children not being allowed these natural rights which is an infringement on their rights as referred to by the Charter of the Rights of the Child (United Nations).  The family relationship centres, when set up, must be told they have to start at an equal parenting time where one parent requests it."
Warwick Marsh, founder of the Fatherhood Foundation, said, "We, as representatives of the fatherhood, family and men's movement of Australia, believe that the best way to entrench in law the above principle is through a rebuttable presumption of equal parenting time as a starting point.  This is the only way to guarantee our children the fundamental human right of equal access to both parents.  Adults divorce each other, but children do not divorce their mother and father.  Children need a mother and a father, but the current family law reform bill as now presented to the Senate, while well intentioned is seriously flawed as an instrument of reform that can guarantee our children justice.  The proposed legislation must require the Family Law Court to earnestly work towards genuine shared parenting outcomes unless there are proven mitigating circumstances.  The fatherhood, men's and family movement of Australia calls upon our senators to act as an independent house of review, as per the constitution, and amend the proposed bill to enshrine in family law the rights of our children to equal parenting time. Unless such amendments, as suggested above are included, the new family law reform bill will be ignored by the Family Law Court just as the well intentioned family law reforms suggested by the Keating Government were ignored in 1995." 
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