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Media Release

IR Reform Needs Reform - Family Time Needs Protection

Don’t Throw the Baby out with the Bathwater

The Fatherhood Foundation is concerned that families will suffer more under proposed work choice legislation for a number of different reasons.

Fatherlessness is costing Australia 13 billion dollars per year. Family breakdown is the single biggest contributor to fatherlessness. Fathers that are time-poor because of long hours at work are now likely to be forced to work on Sundays and public holidays just to keep a job for a family they won’t be able to see. Fathers need time with their families. Marriages also suffer in time-poor families. Penalty rates on Sundays and public holidays help protect fathers’ time with their wives and children. Any employer that wants to take a father away from his family on a Sunday or public holiday needs to pay a premium for that privilege.

Australian Fathers Work Longest Hours in the World (OECD)

The founder of the Fatherhood Foundation, Warwick Marsh says, “Australian fathers are working more hours than any other fathers in the developed world. The current IR Legislation is likely to see more fathers working longer hours on Sundays and public holidays as the full effect of the reforms take effect. Australian men are working 1855 hours per year compared with OECD average of 1643. Our first placing in hours worked in the developed world is even more frightening in the light of the fact that Australia has the second highest proportion of part time employees in the workforce. This high proportion of part time employees drags down our national average of hours worked per year. We are actually working longer than we think: 42% of men in full time jobs work more than 45 hours per week, 30% of men work more than 50 hours per week and 15% work more than 60 hours per week. The proportion of men working these long hours has grown substantially in the past twenty years.”
Market Forces Reign Supreme – Family Relationships Expendable

“There seems to be a growing view that fathers, mothers and children are economic units that will be rated only on their ability to serve the sacred theory of economic rationalism. Production is paramount. Fathers and family relationships are expendable if they do not serve the market forces 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. For a government that proposes to fight for family values some parts of the current IR Legislation are much more likely to achieve the opposite effect. The human pulse rate slows down every seven days, why don’t we do the same? Let’s help families not hinder them.
Fathers need family time. Fathers, mothers and children need time together for rest and recreation. We call on the government to protect families and reform the IR reform, not throw the baby out with the bath water.”
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