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MEDIA RELEASE
 THE RESTORATION OF VALUES IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The Fatherhood Foundation extends its support and congratulations to Prime Minister John Howard for his comments on Public Education.  Mr Howard has made a stand for what he believes.  Regardless of whether such a course of action would be deemed ‘politically correct’, Mr Howard has placed the wellbeing of our children ahead of the furtherance of his own political career.  It is a step forward for our society that issues regarding our children’s values can be discussed openly.  Those who would label Mr Howard’s position on this issue as ‘intolerant’ would perhaps do well to be more tolerant of other people’s views themselves. 
Recently a friend of the Fatherhood Foundation in discussion of ‘what we are teaching, and what we should be teaching our children’ shared his own experience of the public school system and made the following frank summation.  “From several years of ‘life education’ in a public school, all I really gained were three ideas:  1. It’s OK to be gay, 2. My parents are child abusers, and 3. A long list of drugs which I might like to sample”.  This young man went on to spend a substantial amount of time in prison and continues to grapple with issues of drug addiction and acute mental illness. 

Opinions and ideas help to define our place in our peer group and society.  The wrong ideas present the wrong pathways. Parents and schools should be free to present a united front in the education of our children.  If fathers, mothers and teachers could be seen to be engaged in a relationship of mutual trust and support this would be beneficial for all concerned. 

Any attempt to force-feed students a doctrine of universal tolerance is not only a contradiction in terms, but also self-defeating.  No individual in our society has complete freedom.  We are each responsible to one another.  In order to make judgements about whether an action is permissible in our society, we require values.  Encouraging our children to be ‘value-neutral’ for ‘fear of intolerance’ holds alarming possibilities for their future, and makes very little sense.

It would appear that a school curriculum which seeks to dictate the doctrines of political correctness, rather than facilitate the formation of opinions and values in children, is unethical and shortsighted.  Our children have the right to an environment of gentle and loving nurture in which they can become the kind of citizens who will make for themselves positive opinions and choices.  This is more important to our nation’s future than promoting the rights of those minority groups deemed kosher by the elites of our society.
The dedicated teachers and administrators who work within our Public School system have at heart the best interests of our children.  We should not allow a vacuum of values to destroy their best efforts.  The restoration of values and the teaching of practical life skills are paramount. The inclusion of goal setting, business ethics, honour and respect for authority, self discipline, character development and the necessary skills to create and sustain successful marital relationships are required.  These, and others like them, are the qualities which will enable our children to ensure the future well-being of our society.  If we as parents and teachers, can lead our children by example toward the ideals of love, respect, and family values, perhaps in the future our children will then have something to teach us. 
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