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It is with sorrow and regret that the Fatherhood Foundation has heard that Mark Latham, in his first week as Opposition Leader, has made statements undermining traditional marriage.  That is, the union of a man and a woman, for life.

The Fatherhood Foundation holds the elementary belief that, to quote the preamble of the 12 point plan; 

‘Every child has the fundamental right to both a mother and a father.  The best way to secure this right is to establish a loving and stable marriage between a man and a woman for life. This long-term relationship facilitates the rights of grandmothers and grandfathers to continued access and valuable input into their grandchildren.

The overwhelming conclusion of current social science research has shown that the best environment for children is a close, warm, sustained and continuous relationship with both biological parents.  The best way to ensure strong families is to support strong marriages.  This traditional family unit-a loving father, mother and their children-is the best way to nurture, educate and protect children.  This is the best social security system the world has ever known.’
The Fatherhood Foundation agrees with Prime Minister John Howard when he say’s that, ‘Traditional marriage is one of the benchmark institutions of our society.’
The purpose of marriage is to produce children from the nuptial union between a man and a woman.  Marriage is meant to be the highest expression of love between a man and a woman through the exchange of vows.  These include a commitment to fidelity, loyalty in sickness and in health, for richer or for poorer till death do us part.  This condition of faithfulness and trust is not only a wonderful expression of love, but also, as the research confirms, the ideal atmosphere in which to raise children.

Over the last few years, it has become politically correct to advocate for the rights of men and women independently of our children.  Our children have rights too.  One could argue that their position of dependence and vulnerability makes them even more deserving of advocacy than adults. 
Children need a mother and a father.  Sometimes for reasons beyond the child’s control, a child becomes an orphan or loses a mother or father.  Sometimes a child’s father and mother divorce and the child loses contact with their natural father or mother.  These events are both terrible and traumatic for all concerned.  For our Government to legislate for the recognition of homosexual marriage and its ultimate bed partner, homosexual adoption, is to demean marriage and deny the most basic rights of a child.

After all, it takes a man and a woman to create a child.  That child has the right to the nurture and protection of their own mother and father.  We should work together to support traditional marriage and the family unit, for the sake of our children. 
Our children have a right to a mother and a father.  Traditional marriage protects this right.  Let’s protect marriage.
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