[image: image1.png]FATHERHOOD




4th September, 2003

Dear News Editor
We write to introduce ourselves and seek your support to encourage Aussie dads this Father’s Day.  The Fatherhood Foundation’s main goal is to inspire fathers to be better fathers and so benefit children.  The Fatherhood Foundation believes that by encouraging and supporting fathers we can see families renewed. Can you help us?

The Fatherhood Foundation has felt for some time that Father’s Day needs to be re-energised.  The great majority of Australian fathers are doing the best they can. Maybe all they need is some extra encouragement and some fresh ideas. The Fatherhood Foundation believes that Mr Simon Crean’s idea for Father’s Day is a great one and is worthy of your support, (media release enclosed).  We might add that Mr Howard also deserves our full support for his move to restore fatherhood in the nation and for his call for an enquiry into shared parenting which is currently underway.  Even Hollywood has been very encouraging of fathers with a string of movies with positive, father-friendly themes such as ‘I am Sam’, ‘Life as a House’, ‘Daddy Daycare’ and even the recently released ‘Finding Nemo’, which is about a father fish looking for his son.  All of these send out positive messages about fathers to the community at large.  

This Father’s Day sees the vast majority of Australian TV stations screening our community service announcements to encourage Aussie dads.  We believe that the greatest thing a father can do for his children is to love their mother.  That is why the Fatherhood Foundation also ran TV CSAs to encourage mums for Mother’s Day.  We will continue to support mothers in the same way next year.

In August 2003 the Fatherhood Foundation convened the inaugural National Strategic Conference on Fatherhood in Parliament House.  Our keynote speaker, Adrienne Burgess from the UK attracted wide media attention.  In February 2003, the Fatherhood Foundation organised the Fathering Forum, Parliament House, Canberra which produced the groundbreaking 12pt Plan to strengthen and support Australian Fathers.  The NSCF attracted broad bipartisan support in Federal Parliament and released 15 practical recommendations to turn the tide of fatherlessness.  The Fatherhood Foundation helped draft the enclosed 12pt Plan, which has the following challenge to fathers:
‘The National Fathering Forum calls on men everywhere to offer their commitment to the ideals of fatherhood.  We exhort fathers to make their primary goal in life the care and nurture of their families.  We applaud the fathers of our nation who are caring for their families and urge them to become the ‘best dads in the world’ for the sake of their children. . . Australia has produced some of the best sportsmen in the world, why not the best fathers?’

One way to do this is to follow through on Mr Crean’s suggestion.  Challenging fathers to turn the tables this Father’s Day could well be the catalyst for Aussie fathers to become what every child already believes their father to be.  Your media organisation’s support for turning the tables this Father’s Day will make a lot of children happy.  Let’s show our children that Australian dads are in the running to be ‘the best dads in the world!’

Yours sincerely

Warwick Marsh

Fatherhood Foundation

Ph: 0418 225212 or 02 4272 6677

Email: info@fathersonline.org  Web: www.fathersonline.org
View The 12pt Plan at: http://www.ausheart.com.au/fathers/12point/12pt-plan-hi.pdf
http://www.ausheart.com.au/fathers/12point/12pt-plan-low.pdf
